Dr. Parkes dismisses the subject of the antitoxin serum of diphtheria in less than a dozen and a-half lines, and he leads his reader to understand that after the horse has been fully prepared, so that the serum of its blood possesses high antitoxic properties, it may then be bled, the serum be separated from the clot and stored, and that then it is ready for use. Dr. Parkes omits to mention a very important thing which must be done with it before it can be used in the human subject?viz., a knowledge of its exact potency by standardising against guinea-pigs. The remainder of the chapter, which deals with the prevention of communicable diseases, and hospitals, is verj^ satisfactorily treated. The volume concludes with a chapter on Statistical Inquiries. Notwithstanding the above -noted omissions, the book deserves well of the student of hygiene, for in it he will find safe guidance and carefully arranged instruction.
